RELI 4027 Selected Readings In Christian
Studies

This course aims to (1) provide students with a basic
understanding of the rich variety of Christian theological texts; (2)
enable students to appreciate the thoughts of Christian thinkers
through the primary texts; and (3) help students enjoy reading

primary texts.

(3,2,1) (tbc)

RELI 4035 Comparative Religious Themes (3,2,1) (tbc)
This course aims to (1) enhance a deeper understanding of the
world's living religions by building upon what the students have
learnt in the first two years of their programme; (2) find out the
underlying causes of religious pluralism in the contemporary
world; and (3) assess the prospects for inter-religious dialogue and
religious co-existence.

RELI 4036 Religion and Ideology (3,2,1) (tbc)
This course aims to (1) introduce the problem of ideology in the
perspective of religious studies; (2) clarify the relation between
ideology and traditional religions; and (3) enhance the students'
acquaintance with critical analysis of various ideologies, and to
locate them in the context of the modern society.

RELI 4037 Religion and Modern Society (3,2,1) (tbc)
This course aims to (1) help students widen and deepen their
understanding of contemporary religious life and institutions;
(2) introduce a sociological perspective which puts religion in
a modern social context; and (3) help students to acquire an
objective understanding and evaluation of the growth and decay
of religious life, movements and institutions in modern society.
RELI 4045 Religions in Northwestern
China Today

This course aims to (1) provide students with a truly dramatic way
to see Northwestern China, and have an unique experience of
inter-cultural, inter-ethnic, and inter-religious encounters; (2) equip
students with a better understanding of how each of the major
religious tradition of China adjusts to a rapidly changing political
and economic landscape; (3) offer students an opportunity to visit
China’s world-famous historical sites, and learn about its religious
implications; and (4) provide students with the opportunity to
learn to be a culturally-aware and socially-responsible person
since the study trip itself emphasizes the idea of partnership and
responsibility (student to professor, student to student, and student
to self)

(3,2,1) (tbe)

RELI 4046 Selected Topics in Religious
Studies

To provide an opportunity for students to study and discuss
selected topics of particular interest and relevance to Religious
Studies. This is an advanced course; students without adequate
background should consult the course instructor before

enrollment.

(3,2,1) (tbe)

RELI 4898-9 Honours Project (3,2,1) (tbc)
This course aims to (1) help integrate the various courses studied
over the last two years into an independent research project; (2)
further develop and to apply the professional skills to a topic of
the student’s own interest; and (3) write a thesis which is clearly
defined, well argued and sufficiently supported by relevant
material.

R.P. 1010  Introduction to Philosophy
SRR

This course aims at providing an introduction to a selection of
major philosophical issues in the Western tradition. Emphasis
will be placed on showing how these issues can be relevant to our
modern day living. The views of representative philosophers on
such issues will also be introduced in the lectures. In addition,
the course will stress the continuity between these philosophers
and the connections between their respective solutions to the
problems under consideration. Students will be encouraged to

(3,2,1) (E)

think critically and yet deeply regarding these major philosophical
issues and the possible answers for them, learning to give their
own opinions and to form conclusions rationally.
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R.P. 1020  Critical Thinking
tiindll S
This course aims to provide a basic introduction to the
methodology of critical thinking, in particular, the basic
methodology of the following areas: (1) the method of linguistic-
conceptual analysis; (2) fallacy; (3) the method of logic; and (4)
scientific method. Special attention will be given to the basic
concepts and principles of the above areas. Attention will be
given to the application of those concepts and principles as
well. The course, in particular, will show how to apply those
concepts and principles to problem solving, the construction of
sound arguments as well as the tackling of linguistic pitfalls and
fallacies by using both daily life and academic examples. Students
are encouraged to develop their own critical thinking skills by
applying the concepts and principles in question to issues and
problems that they encounter.
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(3,2,1) (©)

R.P. 1030  Public Debating and the Art of
Thinking

Public debating is an art of persuasion. Debaters have to bring
together facts and arguments to a conclusion. More importantly,
they have to present their views in a clear and logical manner
so that the adjudicators, or even the audience, are persuaded to
accept that their conclusion is better reasoned. Critical thinking,
logic, rhetoric and the method of persuasion are all essential
elements of the art of debating. This course aims to provide a
basic introduction to critical thinking, including logico-linguistic
analysis, the detection of fallacies, deduction and induction, and
the methods and techniques of persuasion and debating. The
application of those principles, methods and techniques to public
debating is emphasized.
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(3,2,1) (tbc)

R.P. 1040  Religion and the Meaning of Life
FRENEEE

This course aims to help students to gain a basic understanding
of how people in different living religious traditions conceive
of the nature of life and manage shared existential problems.
Students will therefore be introduced to worldviews and religious
institutions found in Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity
and Islam. Selective studies of authoritative scriptures and those
describing rituals of worship, historical transmission of traditions
and contemporary problems within these traditions will allow
students to assess how religious advocates in various traditions
resolve problems of life.
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